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Objectives

• Define sexual and reproductive justice

• Describe two events within US history that represent sexual and 
reproductive justice and oppression

• Identify one opportunity for applying a sexual and reproductive 
justice-informed approach to their work



Agenda
Welcome

Foundations of Sexual and Reproductive Justice
Looking Back to Move Forward: A Timeline of Sexual and 

Reproductive Oppression and Justice

Foundations of Sexual and Reproductive Justice, Part 2
Considerations for Putting the Sexual and Reproductive Justice 

Framework into Action
Questions & Closing



Community Agreements

Actively participate

Open minds, open hearts

Together, we know a lot

Assume good intentions

Honor the intent and own 
the impact

Share the air

Confidentiality

Practice self care



Foundations of Sexual and 
Reproductive Justice



What do you think sexual and 
reproductive justice means?



Defining Sexual and Reproductive Justice

“Reproductive justice will be achieved when all people have the 
economic, social, and political power and resources to make 
healthy decisions about our bodies, gender, sexuality, and families 
for ourselves and our communities in all areas of our lives.”
- Forward Together 



Every person has the right to:

• Choose to have or not have children

• Choose the conditions under which to give birth or 
create a family

• Care for their children with the necessary social 
supports in safe, healthy and sustainable environments

• Control their own body and self-expression, free from 
any form of sexual or reproductive oppression

- NYC Sexual and Reproductive Justice Community Engagement Group in 
partnership with NYC DOHMH

Defining Sexual and Reproductive Justice



Reproductive Justice
• Term "reproductive justice" and the framework were created by a group 

of Black women in 1994

• Needed a framework that was inclusive of the discrimination 
and oppression they faced as Black women (e.g., economic 
injustice, racism, etc.)

• Felt issues most relevant to them were not acknowledged or championed 
by the mainstream feminist, pro-choice, and civil rights movements



Reproductive Justice
• Sexual and reproductive justice framework relies on an 

intersectional analysis
• Intersectionality considers the many identities we hold 

simultaneously and how they connect to injustice and oppression

• Takes into account the social, economic, and political factors that 
can influence the power to make decisions about one’s sexuality 
and reproduction

• Rooted in a broader human rights framework
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Sexual and Reproductive Justice (SRJ) 
Framework
• NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) has created a 

Sexual and Reproductive Justice initiative to guide its work with the hopes 
of better engaging their communities and more successfully working to 
eradicate health disparities

• Video created by the NYC DOHMH’s Sexual and Reproductive Justice 
(SRJ) Community Engagement Group:

• https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/sexual-reproductive-
justice-nyc.page

 Content Warning: This video mentions experiences with sexual violence 
and erasure. Please practice self-care as you need to.
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Reproductive Oppression
• The reproductive justice movement also brings light to current and 

historical instances of reproductive oppression and injustice

• Reproductive oppression: Control and exploitation of people 
(especially women, girls, transgender and other gender-expansive 
people) through their bodies, sexuality, labor and reproduction

• Content Warning: Discussing the historical and current instances of 
reproductive oppression can be emotional, triggering, and upsetting. 
Please practice self care as you need to in these discussions.



Dalkon Shield 
removed from 

the market

1974

Select Moments in History:
Reproductive Oppression in the US

Research highlights bias 
among providers in areas 
including contraceptive 

counseling and responses to 
patient reports of pain

2010-

1846-1849

Anarcha, Betsy, and 
Lucy become the 

mothers of modern 
gynecology

1990s

Women required to use 
Norplant in order to avoid jail 
time or receive government 

assistance

1900-70s

Eugenics inspires 
federally funded 

sterilization programs 
that target 

“undesirable” 
populations

Women who were 
enslaved are subjected to 

sexual violence, forced 
breeding, and sale of their 

children
Now – 2022



Looking Back to Move Forward:
A Timeline Of Sexual and 
Reproductive Oppression And 
Justice



Sankofa is a word in the 
Twi language of Ghana 
that roughly translates to 
“go back and get it“ 



Selected Timeline 
of Reproductive 
Oppression and 
Justice in the US

Adapted from the 
Western States Center 
Reproductive Justice 
Timeline



Individual Timeline Review

• We’re going to give you about 7-8 minutes to review the 
timeline individually

• Please practice self-care as you need to while also challenging 
yourself to be present and extend outside your comfort zone



Timeline Review



Timeline Breakout Groups
Instructions:
• Discuss the following questions with your groupmates:

• What stood out to you or surprised you?

• Within your work or community, what have you seen or heard that 
perpetuates reproductive oppression?

• Within your work or community, what have you seen or heard that 
furthers reproductive justice?  



Timeline Breakout Groups



Takeaways
• It's important for us to look back to understand context and 

where our clients may be coming from – so we can better 
understand how to move forward

• Sometimes myths are not myths – but just things that aren't true 
anymore

• If we say all people deserve sexual and reproductive well-being, 
we have to unpack and address what it takes for ALL people to 
achieve that (Equality vs. Equity vs. Justice)

• As public health professionals, we make decisions every single 
day that can either further justice or perpetuate oppression




