
STYA Spotlight 
Committee for Hispanic Children and Families: Connecting Youth to 
Community through the Red Nose Campaign 

Each month, the ACT for Youth Center of Excellence spotlights the work of a STYA provider. Our 
thanks go to Helena Yordan, who shared this month's ideas. 

The Committee for Hispanic Children 
and Families, Inc. (CHCF) has provided 
high quality after-school programming 
for students at PS/MS 279 since 1998. 
The organization has enjoyed a rich 
partnership with PS/MS 279, and has 
partnered with various organizations 
and funders to provide award winning 
after-school programming, including 
STYA. 

The partnership with STYA helps 
strengthen opportunities for the youth 
to engage in adult-supervised activities 
and to learn and practice new skills. 
This year we focused on strengthening  
CHCF youths' positive connection to 
their community. 

On May 26, 2016, the after-school youth, staff, parents, school community, and friends walked 
together to advocate and celebrate their success on the Red Nose Campaign. With participants around 
the world, the Red Nose campaign invites communities to come together to have fun and make a 
difference for kids who need our help the most. The money raised by Red Nose Day in 2016 will help 
support child-centered projects in some of the neediest communities in the U.S. and poorest 
communities in the world. 

Through the Red Nose campaign, CHCF after-school youth developed a learning project which provided 
them with the opportunity to research and develop a series of fund-raising and advocacy activities. 
Youth learned the importance of being a voice and making a difference to help those in need. With 
help from their leader, the youth discussed different ways in which they could fundraise for the cause. 
They planned lemonade stands, bake sales, ice-cream sales, candy sales, a family game night, a dance-
a-thon, and even a charity basketball game. 

They created flyers to invite the school community and their families to attend these events. On the 
days of the events, the youth took the lead in organizing and running the events. Parents were key in 
developing the fund-raising activities; they provided their children with the support to make this a 
success. Parents cooked, donated treats and snacks, and attended all of the events. 

To close the campaign, the youth, their families, staff, school staff administrators, and community 
members took part in a special walk around the community to bring awareness to childhood poverty. A 
selected group of youth spoke about their experience, read poems inspired by the campaign, and 
performed a special song they created. During the walk, they had the opportunity to showcase the 



banners they made. They chanted as they walked through their neighborhood and gained the attention 
of the community. 

This event provided the students with a sense of pride and belonging. Our CHCF youth became 
advocates for their community. It was a great learning experience for all, and a unique way to 
cultivate youth leadership and parent engagement. 
 


