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Agenda I. Introduction to the 
commercial sexual 
exploitation of children 
(CSEC) and child trafficking

II. Identifying survivors
III. Trauma Informed Response
IV. Resources
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Teen Prostitute vs. Trafficked Youth

Victim vs. Survivor

Rescue vs. Support 

Language Matters

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Language shapes the way we think and act about an issue. Teen Prostitute: Youth made a choice, his/her fault; “Bad kid”; Resistant to help; Deserves to be punished for activities;Trafficked Youth: Youth is a victim; Youth deserves help; Youth should not be punished; “-ed” words (abused, exploited, trafficked, etc.). What happens when we use these “ed” words? (get answer from participants – takes choice out of it, something was done too them). Exactly, the “ed” words place accountability on someone else.Victim: What comes to mind when you think of a victim? Sympathy; Pity; Rescue complexSurvivor: What about for survivor? Empathy, Empowering, Strengths-based, We admire themSo why are we advocating for the use of the work survivor over victim when possible? Survivor recognizes that they not only experienced something but worked through it. That they have power and choice. Who wants to be a victim?Sometimes for legal and resources reasons we will need to use the term victim, but otherwise, and especially with youth, we want to use the term survivor. Rescue vs. Support - Introduce first Tina video to talk about rescue vs. support
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Language Matters

• Youth made a choice, his/her 
fault;

• “Bad kid”;
• Resistant to help;
• Deserves to be punished for 

activities;
• Others?

• Youth is a victim;
• Youth deserves help;
• Youth should not be 

incarcerated or punished;
• Allows for “-ed” words (abused, 

exploited, trafficked, etc.) that 
place accountability on 
someone else;

• Others?

Teen Prostitute Trafficked Youth
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Human Trafficking

Human trafficking is the practice of exploiting people as commodities in 
conditions of sexual and labor servitude.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SKIM
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Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children 
(CSEC)
• Images of child sexual abuse;
• Intra-familial sexual exploitation of children and youth;
• Exotic dance or performance;
• Cyber-enticement;
• Sex tourism;
• Information and communication technology sexual 

exploitation; and
• Domestic minor sex trafficking.
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Child Sexual Abuse, CSEC, and Child 
Trafficking

Child Sexual 
Abuse CSEC

Minor Sex 
Trafficking

Child
Pornography

Stripping/Dancing

Other forms of 
commercial sexual 

exploitation
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Elements of Human Trafficking

Force Fraud Coercion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is trafficking? trafficking situation in which a person engages in sec and/or labor services for the benefits of someone else because of force, fraud or coercion. You can see this definition along with the definitions for human and sex trafficking in your notebook page #. Trafficking involve one or more of the following elements is involved: Force, Fraud and/or coercion. Force: What is force? (get responses) Force is anyway in which a person controls another person. Examples are: Physical assault; Sexual assault, rape; Food and sleep deprivation; Drug administration;  Kidnapping; Domestic or familial violence. Fraud: What is fraud?  (get responses) Fraud is tricking people into what they wouldn’t already do. Fraudulent employment offers or contracts; False promises about work and living conditions; False promises of education;  False promises of love or marriage.Real Example: child raised by grandma, poor, college-bond. Told by grandma that she had to get a job when she was 16 to help out. Is this a problem? No, nothing illegal about telling a child to help out with a job (as long as legal age, hours & paperwork).She goes on craigslist to look for a job. And what do children all want? (get response). Recognition, perhaps to be famous? To be unique. She she’s an advertisement to be a model. She checks out the website and building and it appears to be respectable. She is told they are give her a couple hundred for a few shots and if they like the shots they will ask her to come back.  Throughout the shoot she is asked to remove more and more clothing. Does she think this is weird? No. Have you seen models today? She doesn’t think anything of it. But then she is raped by her photographer. The entire time this is being streamed live to individuals paying to see this video. The girl leaves, and brings the money home to her grandma. What does her grandma say? Her grandma tells her how proud she is for making the money. Does she tell her grandma  what happened? No. Why not? Her grandma is proud and she is ashamed and afraid. Also afraid of victim blaming- if you hasn’t don this then that wouldn’t have happened. If you hadn’t taken off your clothes, if you hasn’t dressed that way. Traffickers know this and attempt to make the victim feel responsible and afraid. She goes back after this in order to keep bring in money. Why is this CSEC is addition to rape? Money – where is the money? (She gets money and those paying to watch) When she came back willingly, is that CSEC? YES. Why? Because she is under the age of 18. If there a minor is sexually exploited in any form in exchange for anything of value, that minor is a victim of a crime. This is one of the many reasons why it matters to recognize CSEC as population of trafficking and a population of sexual abuse. Other reasons: data, money for the cause, better understanding or causes and supports Coercion: What is coercion? (get responses) examples of coercion are Threats of deportation or arrest; Blackmail; Threats to life, person safety, family members or other victims; Debt bondage; Withholding wages Withholding legal documents; Psychological manipulation. The exploiter does not have to lay a finger on the child to be coercive. Can threaten to hurt others or take away basic needs. Can have consenting sex but then threaten to put video on facebook and tag friends and family if you don’t have sex with these other people. And this is one of the many reasons why it can be hard for the trafficked victim to articulate how they are being exploited. They may not even realize it would be considered exploitation. And often, these youth have been abused throughout there life before being exploited. They may think its normal. The may feel forced but not know why. They don’t know why someone would do this to them.
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Identifying survivors
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Who are the SURVIVORS?

Black
Poor

Gay

Boys
Women

Wealthy

ANYONE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Anyone can experience trafficking: men, women, boys, girls and transgender people of all ages, races, ethnicities, nationalities and socio-economic classes; Men, women, youth, transgender persons, United State citizens, adults can be a victim of human trafficking for sex and/or for labor; youth and younger people are particularly vulnerable.Recently a group of survivors were identified in a very wealthy community. They were all part of a church group. We must not narrow our view of who could be a survivor, if we do, we are lessening our change of identifying survivors. Safe Harbour funding provides services up to the age of 21. 
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Who are the trafficker?

Friends

Acquaintances

EmployersOrganized crime & gangs

Victims of trafficking

Business owners

ANYONE

Who’s Missing?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who are the traffickers? Anyone (can be any sex, age, race, ethnicity or socioeconomic status) who benefits from the commercial sexual exploitation of a minor or facilitates the commercial sexual exploitation of a minor.Everyone on this list has been identified as a trafficker in NYS. Do any of these surprise you? (get responses) If surprised, may give example. Likely to be most surprised by one of the following (There are many more examples than the ones provided).Diplomats: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/10/nyregion/claims-of-diplomats-mistreating-household-staff-are-far-from-the-first.html?_r=0Clergy – http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/student-claims-monster-abused-bronx-high-school-article-1.2654308Movie: Spotlight – Boston Globe uncovered Catholic Church Child ABUSE Scandal What power do clergy have over children attending their church?Professional Athletes - http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2011/03/22/ex-giants-star-lawrence-taylor-to-get-sex-offender-status/Is anyone missing from this list? Two important groups are. Social service providers and law enforcement. These groups have power and access and are not excluded from the list. What does everyone have in common? Power and access. Trafficking is opportunistic for these exploiters –They have access and respect and think they can get away with it. We already know how difficult it is for a child to disclose that they have been traffic, then think about who it is that is trafficking them and how that power and access can ad to the difficulty to disclose. Think about how hard it would be to accuse this person of trafficking and exploitation.
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• Experience feelings of being 
misunderstood;

• Want to develop romantic 
relationships;

• Experience feelings of insecurity;
• Experience conflict with their 

parents/caregivers;
• Do not feel valued or loved by adults 

in their lives;
• Want more independence;
• Want attention and affection;
• Test boundaries and take risks;
• Are attracted to consumer goods;
• Own or have access to computers, 

smart phones.

Who is this list describing?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have participants read vulnerabilities list:Everyone has vulnerabilities. Children can be especially vulnerable because…Experience feelings of being misunderstood;Want to develop romantic relationships;Experience feelings of insecurity;Experience conflict with their parents/caregivers;Do not feel valued or loved by adults in their lives;Want more independence;Want attention and affection;Test boundaries and take risks;Are attracted to consumer goods;Own or have access to computers, smart phones.Other reasons?Who is this list describing? Our children. Everyone's children. Who here has teens? Are they experiencing some or the majority of these attributes? Maybe more on some days and less on others?With teens and pre-teens new found independence and desire to be unique and define there own values, often comes with risk taking. Risk taking that may appear foolish to us but at their stage of development feels right. The teenagers development involves risk taking without fully understanding the consequences. On average, the brain is not fully developed till age 25. Traffickers are fully aware and exploit these vulnerabilities. In this clip Tina will introduce her story a speak a bit about these vulnerabilities. 
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Children especially at risk

• Children with a history of sexual abuse, physical abuse, maltreatment 
and neglect;

• Children with a history of living in foster care or interactions with the 
justice system, especially youth with multiple placements;

• Homeless youth and youth who left home;
• Youth who have been re-homed;
• Unaccompanied Alien Children (UAC);
• Youth with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
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Child sex trafficking and CSEC

(IOFA 2015, adapted from Courtney’s House, 2014)

Four Types of Child Sex Trafficking of girls, boys, and LGBTQ 
youth

Pimp

Family Survival Sex

Gang

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OCFS recognizes that trafficking of minors for sex can be broken into four categories based on the trafficker-victim relationship. Describes the type of control a youth is under and guides us to an existing model for service response. 
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Red flags of child trafficking

• Child runs away from home frequently and/or for significant periods of 
time;

• Uses street slang for sex work;
• Has a significantly older partner/spends a lot of time with a controlling 

person or older adult;
• Indications or reports of domestic violence/intimate partner violence;
• Describes a stalking situation;
• Reluctant to discuss how they make money, where they live, how or 

when they came to the U.S.;
• Minor is working more than they are in school.

General

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Misidentification often occurs because the victimization can be masked by other behavior, such as delinquency or status offenses, which is often a direct result of the trauma associated with sex trafficking. A juvenile judge from the Succeeding Through Achievement and Resilience (STAR) Court in Los Angeles County, which identifies and supports minors who have been trafficked, said that 45% of youth confirmed as trafficking victims in the court had no previous prostitution-related charges and that 80% had a history in the child welfare system. (Traffic Stop, SHI)
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• Scared of consequences to a degree greater than the situation 
warrants;

• Dependence of a “friend” or co-worker to answer questions;
• Gaps in their story;
• Fearfulness, anxiety, trauma symptoms;
• Suicidal ideation and depression;
• Disconnection from social supports such as church, family, 

friends, teachers, medical providers, community.

Emotional/Psychological/Behavioral
Red flags of child trafficking
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• Untreated injuries;
• Tattoos expressing ownership;
• Explanations inconsistent with injuries;
• Multiple sexually transmitted infections, abortions;
• Evidence of sexual abuse.

Physical
Red flags of child trafficking
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2017 Program Data
In 2017:
• 25 counties reported data
• 2,366 youth were identified as trafficked or at risk

– 396 of these youth met the federal definition of a sex trafficking victim*
– 1,970 were identified as high or medium risk of trafficking*

*For more information on how risk levels were 
determined please refer to OCFS-3920.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 15-OCFS0ADM-16 tools are not to be administered to youth. They are completed by workers using the information they gather through regular interactions. 
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Identifications by Risk Level at Intake

N = 2,366

24%

56%

17%

3%

Medium Risk High Risk Met Fed. Definition Blank
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Child Welfare identifications
make up 31% of referrals

Child Welfare vs Non-Child Welfare Referrals

CPS
19%

Preventive
9%

Foster 
Care
3%

Non-child 
Welfare

69%

Identified Youth
N = 2,366

CPS
19%

Preventive 
Services

5%

Foster 
Care
16%

Non-Child 
Welfare

60%

Child Welfare identifications
make up 40% of referrals

Youth that Met Fed. Definition
N = 396
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Age of Youth at Intake

0
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Youth At Risk
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10, 0%

13, 1%

19, 1%

21%

77%

42, 2%

Transgender Male
Gender non-conforming
Transgender Female
Male
Female

Gender Identity of Youth
Identified Youth
N = 2,301

1, 0%
2, 1%
2, 1%

33, 8%

90%

38, 10%

Met Fed. Definition Youth
N = 393
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Trauma 
Informed 
Response
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Actual Quotes from Service Providers and Law 
Enforcement

• “If she doesn’t care about her life why should we?” 
• “He wants to stay in this lifestyle. He likes it.”
• “Why are we helping them if they are the criminals.” 
• “Why bother to place her, she is just going to run again.”
• “She isn’t going to change.”
• “We can't help you, but next time try not to get fooled so easily.”
• “We understand how you were exploited but unless someone is 

chained to a bed there's only so much we can do.”
• “He doesn’t want our help.” 
• “Once a whore always a whore.”
• “She was an illegal. If she was legal she wouldn’t be in this position.” 
• “He is an alien.” 

Trauma & “The System”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are actual quotes from service providers and law enforcement stated at training, presentations and meetings regarding CSEC.“If she doesn’t care about her life why should we?” “He wants to stay in this lifestyle. He likes it.” “Why are we helping them if they are the criminals.” “Why bother to place her, she is just going to run again.”“She isn’t going to change.”“We can't help you, but next time try not to get fooled so easily.”“We understand how you were exploited but unless someone is chained to a bed there's only so much we can do.”“He doesn’t want our help.” “Once a whore always a whore.”“She was an illegal. If she was legal she wouldn’t be in this position.” “He is an alien.” If this is what people are willing to say to me, then what do you think is being said to the clients and behind closed doors?  Have you heard statements similar to these? What other things have you heard? How did others react? How did you feel? How do we engage children who have heard statements like these before? How do we combat theses feelings and judgments? (get responses).We have to educate service providers and we have to believe in change. If you don’t believe change is possible, you are in the wrong profession. Now what do you do about this? Really? What can and will you do about this in your workplace?*Shout out to part two of course – Unit 1: Starting the conversations 
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What Youth Have Said About “The System”
• No one cares about me.
• I deserve what happens to me – it’s my fault.
• People who ask me questions will take me away.
• Nobody really wants to listen to me. It’s just their job.
• No one can help me — they don’t understand me.
• Things are better where I am than where I might be 

sent.
• Everyone lies to me.
• If I tell the truth I’ll be punished.

Trauma & “The System”

Why might youth feel this way?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“What Trafficked Children Believe about “The System”No one cares about me.I deserve what happens to me – it’s my fault.People who ask me questions will take me away.Nobody really wants to listen to me. It’s just their job.No one can help me — they don’t understand me.Things are better where I am than where I might be sent.Everyone lies to me.If I tell the truth I’ll be punished.These are all reinforced by negative past experiences,  stories from other youth, and stories from the trafficker. One Safe Harbour youth had a hobby with his trafficker. They would sit and watch law and order episodes together. What the youth didn’t know at that time is that his trafficker was watching all the episodes in advance and only playing for him the episodes that depicted cops as bad and untrustworthy to reinforce these negative feelings towards the system. Have you all heard statements similar to these in your work before? One that gets to me is “Yea that’s nice. Your shifts over. You can go home now.” or “your in it for the money” – which we all obviously are in it for the money. Has anyone heard this before? Or a variation of this? (Try to get a couple people to share their experiences). How can we correct these notions? How should we react to these statements? We need validate and comfort. Validate by saying: “I am going to home tonight,” comfort by saying: “but I will be back in tomorrow and I look forward to talking more with you.”Always validate! Children don’t just make this stuff up. These feelings are developed from experiences they’ve had. We need to validate their feelings and their experiences. But also comfort them that this is not always the case. That you care and will suport them. That change is possible.” 
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Realize that Little Victories Matter
 Every night in a safe warm bed
 Every appointment attended
 Every contact made by youth absent from care 

(AWOL)
 What else?

Challenge Those Beliefs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When talking to youth we have to start to celebrate the small victories to lift them up. Some examples could be (what’s on screen). What else? (Get responses) So what doesn’t celebrating look like?Cant always provide a prize, but you can always provide positive recognition. Think about how you will reward little victories. 
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Our goal is to make youth feel...

Safer
Accepted
Understood

Challenge Those Beliefs

Trauma 
Informed 

Care

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Any reactions or thoughts on that last clip? (get responses)Trauma informed care is not designed to treat the actual trauma, but will provide services in such a way that clients:Feel safer; Feel accepted; and Feel understood.  The service system itself is often re-traumatizing. As a system, we need to ensure that we are asking “what has happened to this person?” instead of “what is wrong with this person?”. And we need to collaborate to ensure that we are not unnecessarily have the youth relive their trauma through repetitive questioning. As soon as the basic information is established, we must immediately begin to build a steady relationship and trust with the youth. We do this by creating and recognizing the small victories in feeling even just a little be safer, accepted, or understood. 
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If a youth identifies as a survivor
Do’s Don’ts

Be aware of your non-verbals / body language. Judge.

Acknowledge that sometimes the options available 
seem bad.

Give advice.

Offer access to law enforcement and accept their 
answer, even if you don’t like it.

Lecture.

Support youth’s decisions. Make youth responsible for other 
people’s safety. 

Acknowledge that youth have the right to make their 
own decisions and life choices.

Make promises you cannot keep. 

Offer services that are available and accessible. We want to make sure what happened 
to you does not happen to anyone else.

VALIDATE, VALIDATE, VALIDATE!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also on USB
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Resources
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Safe Harbour: NY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RHY, Anti-trafficking providers, LDSSTier systemPublic awareness campaignsCounty coordinationStreet outreach…
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Safe Harbour: NY
5 Year program led by LDSS to:
• Develop a local Critical Team
• Map local assets and needs
• Develop a training plan
• Raise public awareness
• Provide youth services
• Create referral pathways to services
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Low to High Threshold Services

Continuum of Care—County Level

Low: Easy to 
access, no 
commitment: 
EXAMPLES: Drop-
in centers; Street 
outreach, crisis 
shelters; etc.

Medium: Youth are 
engaged in services and 
have autonomy. 
EXAMPLES: Victim 
advocacy;  creative 
therapies; transitional 
living programs; respite; 
etc.

High: Commitment to 
consistent and intense 
services. 
EXAMPLES: Trafficking-
responsive placement; 
Wrap-around community 
based services; etc. 
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Screening Tools

Medium Risk:

• Youth exhibits some 
red flags of 
trafficking

High Risk:

• Youth exhibits many 
or serious red flags 
of trafficking

Trafficked or 
Exploited:

• Youth discloses 
trafficking or proof of 
trafficking is 
discovered

*For more specific 
definitions of the 
levels please refer to 
15-OCFS-ADM-16.
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Resources
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NYS Office of Children and 
Family Services (OCFS)

humantrafficking@ocfs.ny.gov

CONTACT

mailto:humantrafficking@ocfs.ny.gov
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